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Why this and why now?

**Progress around student discipline

**A working theory

+*The context




Docur ienting _
The Dedline

The Dangerous Space BetWeéen Good
Intentions and Meaningful Interventions

(MACY, 2018)



Current Context

**Policy Directive on Restraint and Seclusion (2021)
**Mamahtawisiwin: The Wonder We are Born With (2022)
+»*Standards for Appropriate Educational Programming (2022)

**Policy Directive on School Suspensions (forthcoming)



Research Process

1. Quantitative Survey - What

2. Qualitative Focus Groups — Why




ictices in
Manitoba Schools:
urvey Findings


https://www.flipsnack.com/9889A7BBDC9/school-suspension-research-report-june-2023/full-view.html

The Qualitative
Research

Questions

What are the constructive facets of student
suspensions in Manitoba schools?

v,
What are the problematic or unhelpful
elements involved in school suspensions?

W,
If a school suspension is applied due to
imminent risk, how would that risk be defined?

v,

How could student behaviours be managed
differently?




Review of Literature

KEY IDEAS

THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES
Safety as a Priority

Positive School Climate Collective Efficacy

Progressive School Discipline Ecological Systems

The Local Context Transformative Social Justice

Loose Coupling



Methods

Study .. Data
Design Participeies Analysis
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Findings

**Constructive Aspects:
Supportive of the continued use of school suspensions but under specific conditions

¢ Problematic Elements:

Identified problematic elements in legislation, directives or policies that might limit discretion
**Defining Imminent Safety Risk:

Conflicted about what constitutes ‘imminent safety risk’
**Managing Behaviours Differently:

Suggested progressive/alternative approaches with the supports and resources from other
provincial social systems
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“...a school principal is at the centre of a
complex organizational web. There are
strands inside the school to the various
points of service delivery. There are strands
that extend outward to families, and the
community, as well as to local regional
agencies and groups. There are strands that
extend upward to the school district and
from there to the ministry of education.”

(Smith, 2007 p. 279)




Next Steps — Your thoughts:




Thank you!

.eblietrudel@uwinnipeg.ca
w.davies@uwinnipeg.ca
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