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The Legal Foundations 

of Inclusive Education

Chapter 4

Focus for today…



Education is a foundation for a fulfilling 

community life.  The school experience is 

pivotal in shaping opportunities for 

employment, relationships, contributions 

to community and the vision for the
future.

(Inclusive Education Canada, 2020)
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Understanding 
Education in Canada
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• School Exclusion

• Civil Rights Movement

• Foundational Legislation

• Global Initiatives

Educating Students with 
Special Educational Needs 
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In almost every country, 
inclusive education has 
emerged as one of
the most dominant issues in 
the education of students
with special needs.  

(Mitchell, 2010)
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It is not our education systems 
that have a right to certain types 
of children.  Therefore, it is the 
school system of a country that 
must be adjusted to meet the 
needs of all children.

(UN Human Rights Council, 2013)



Find a partner next to you and 
briefly describe what inclusion 
and/or  inclusive education looks 
like in your workplace or 
jurisdiction. Are you seeing 
advancement or  regression?

Turn and Talk
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• International

• National

• Provincial

• Local

Rights-Based Frameworks
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• Ross v New Brunswick

School District #15

• Eaton v Brant County 

Board of Education

• Moore v British Columbia

Inclusive Education 
Litigation
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Education Legislation 
and Policy 

“For education policy to be 
fully and truly inclusive, it 
must address the diverse 
needs of all participants in 
the education system, 
including groups who have 
been historically 
disadvantaged.”                                

(Towle, 2015, p.20)



Find Two Other
Partners and Talk

What aspects of 
inclusive policy 
and practice do 
you endorse?

Are there 
elements that are 

challenging for 
you to support? 

Unsplash, 2023



Unsplash, 2023

Inclusive Education as a 
Transformative Process



Knowing that there is still much to 

be done to close the gap between 

the ideals and practices of 

inclusion or inclusive education, 

what do you believe should be 

your/our next steps?  

Next Steps
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Questions?


